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Mothers Out Front

Parents and community advocates often struggle to navigate fragmented environmental data for
schools and school districts. Mothers Out Front, a national movement advocating for

climate-safe schools, requested a tool that presents relevant information in an accessible way so
families can assess their school’s environmental conditions and opportunities for improvements.

In response, the team consolidated and cleaned many public datasets to create a unified school
and environmental database. From this foundation, Climate Lens was developed: an interactive
map that presents school and district-level environmental profiles. As shown in Figures 1 and 2,
the dashboard combines a searchable map with a detailed panel that displays key information
including two scores: a green score that captures current environmental conditions, and an
actionability score that presents the feasibility of climate-related improvements. These scores
lower the barrier for understanding environmental data, helping users transition from searching
for information to launching data driven initiatives for school and district change.

Future work will focus on automating data updates and adding street map overlays. The current
tool provides Mothers Out Front with a practical dashboard that supports community-led efforts
to building healthier, climate-safe schools.
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Figure 1: District-level view

Chicago Public School District 299 in Climate Lens

Overview State Policies

Climate Scores (Average Among Schools)

Green Score: 1.00
Actionability Score: 5.00

Enroliment and Finances

Student Enroliment: 322,809

Total Federal Revenue: $1,465,282,000
Total State Revenue: $2,519,508,000
Total Local Revenue: $4,451,354,000
Total Expenditures: $8,443,510,000
Total Revenue: $8,436,144,000

Climate Opinion (% of population in district)

Believe citizens should do more to address global warming: 67.56%
Support generating renewable energy on public land: 84.27%
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Kenwood Academy High School
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& Climate Scores in Climate Lens

Green Score: 1
Actionability Score: 5

Canopy Coverage
. . Share of School Grounds Covered by Tree Canopy: 28.59%
' Water Quality
. Water System Name: CHICAGO
‘ Water Risk Value: high

Lead (parts per billion) Reading: 7.40
Lead Sample Date: 2025-06-30

Air Quality

. . Air Quality Index: Moderate (51)

. Air quality is acceptable. However, there may be a risk for some people, particularly
those who are unusually sensitive to air pollution.




